
WESIERN FOREST FIRE
SEASON OPENS FAVORABLY

Relief Felt by Forest Service Officials
Because of Small Funds Avail-
able for Fighting Fires-Splendid
Service Organized-Warns Pub-
lic to be Careful.

Frequent rains have been a boon to
the western forests this spring, and
the o cers of the Forest Service,
United States Department. of Agri-
culture, express themselves as g':oat-ly relieved at escaping a danger which
has been keeping them on the anxious
seat.
The daiger was that if the summer

fire season cane on as usual their
control on the National Forests would
be impossible with the funds available
before July 1, when a new fiscal yearbegins. The appropriation for the cur
rent fiscal year was heavily drawn up-
on to fight fires last summer and fall,and though a deficiency appropriation
was obtai:ned from Congress, .which
partly replenished the fund, the
amount available this spring for pro-tecting the National Forests has been
less than the average expenditures
necessary during the same period in
recent years. lienee the relief that
frequent rains have kept the forests
too damp to permit dangdrous condi-
tions to become general.

Public Is Becomiing Interested
But the Governimeti foresters do

not consider that this is entirely due
to favorable weather and timely rains.
The public is becoming interested in
forest. preservation, and the oft-re-
peated story of the destruction caus-
ed by humai carelessnes sis beginningto make its improssion. The Unite(d
States leads all nations in forest fires.
With over 30,000 fires per year, de-
stroyig mearly $20,000,000 worth of
timber and property, this country has
the World outclassed.
There have only been four largefires so far this year in the 147 na-

tional forests scattered throughout the
country-one in Minnesota, one in
Florida, and the other in A rizona, one
of which started in Mexico and -vept
across the international boumndary.
This is an exceptional record and
means much to the Forest Service,since the limited funds allotted by
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Congress for fire fighting are at low
ebb near the elee of the fiscal year,and entirely insufficient to meet emer-
gencies.
Forest Service 'raking No Chances
There will be plenty of fires later

in the year, state the forestry men.
Lightning will set some, and campersmotorists, railroads, picnickers, an(
brush burners a good many more. The
Forest Service is not taking anychances, however, for its 3,000 smoke
chasers, fire lookouts, rangers, and
supervisors are all "oi their toes" to
put into motion, at a moment's notice,the big fire-fighting machinery theyhave developed.

Eighty per cent of the froest fires
that occurred in the United States
during the piAst five years were due to
human carelessness. A camp fire left
burning, a lighted match or cigarettebutt thoughtlessly thrown asiae, the
foresters say, often cause conflagara-
tions that take days and weeks of
hard work to suppess. It is for this
reason that they ask every good citi-
Zel to adopt 1is a part of his dailycreed the motto of the Forest Service
-Put Out, Kec(p Out-Forest Fires.

GOOD ROAD MOVEMENTr
ON IN SOUTH CAROLINA

Columbia, July 19.-A campaignfor members for the South Carolina
Good Roads Association, extending in-
to every county in the state, will be
launched at once. 1. D. Jennnings,of Sumter, president of the association
said today. An organization will be
perfected inl (-very county in the state
and ai intensive effort made to secure
legislation at the next session of the
General Assembly looking to the ill-
auguration of a program of road-
building on a large scale in this state,he said.'

"It is the decision of the officers of
the association that our first step must
be organization," said Mr. Jennings."We want to enroll in our organiza-
tion every progressive man and wo-
man in South Carolina who feels that
the state should have a system of per-manent highways.
"There are, as we see it, Zen verystrong reasons why South Carolina

should have permanent state high-
ways.

"First, beu- ise the present inade-
quate system of public roads in South
Carolina constitutes our greatest ceo-
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nomic drain. Good roads are an as-
set, bad roads are a liability."Second, because the success of the
agricultural, industrial, economic and
social life of our state dependslargely upon transportation-rail-roads and state highways."Third, the introduction of the au-
tomobile and the motor truek has
rapidly changed the character of
travel. State highways are absolute-
ly necessary to meet these changedconditions.

"Fourth, state highways will mean
improved school facilities, more
churches, better farms, quicker con-
mtmication, reduction in cost of trans-
portation and generally improved con-,
ditions-moral, cocial and economical.

"iFifth, betause a complete sysLe.iaof state highways will carry light in-
to' dark place, build up and improvethe morvIs of our citizens and induce
good people to settle in our midst.

"Sixth, because we must look be-
yond the county line-state con-truc-
tion and maintenance make for broadvision and high ideals. The Piedmontsection of the state should be linkedwith the coastal section and the PeeDee-we should know each other bet-
ter.

"Seventh, because highlways con-structed and maintained by the state
man equal privileges to all, specialprivileges to none' and vill lay thefoundation for the dvelopmeat of ourrural districts, to'vas ites and com-
niercial centers.
"Eighth, because prosperity is head-C(l our way and it is absolutely neces-

sary that the state provide a fund forFederal aid to be able to take advant-
age of the government's offer of Fed-
era aid. All other stattea are makingample preparations along that line."Ninth, because more and betterroads can be built and properly main-tained by the stte than through lo-cal units. County rand townships will
never provide a compllete system, such
as is needed by the state.

"Tenth, because every individual inthe state of South Carolina will bene-fit directly or indirectly from a state
system of public roads and, therefore,should, contribute towards their con-struction.

"South Carolina must go forward.It cannot go forward without a state
system of permenent highways. Webelieve the people of the state wantthem. We are going to organize that,-entimient."
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FOREST SERVICE DEPLORES

WASTE IN WOOD TURNING
The Forest Service 01 the UnitedStates Department of Agriculture re-commendls a more intelligent use oftimber after it is grown. Forest con-servation deals with the utilizationof wood in the sawmill or factory, aswell as with its production in the for-est. .There is just as much conserva-tion in making twice as many ax handk'0 out of the same amount of woodas there is in doubling the amount ofwood grown on a particular area.Investigations made by the ForestService have shown that in loggingand manufacturing an average treebut. 33 per cent of its total volumiie, in-Cluding limbs and bark, is actuallyrealized as seasoned rough lumber.as the starting point, only 85 per centof it reaches the final manuafacturedform m planmg mills and sash anddoor factories; and but 75 pAr cent ofit appears as finished parts in thenoi nunfacture of furn it ure and vehicles.lhere is probabl yno wood -using in-d ust in the Ulit('d St ates in whichthere is a grea ter need of workingout ways and(] means (if saving raw:ma teriaI t han the manufacture oftiar-ned products. In) crtain instances,.2 tons of h ickory stock--a higlh-grade'material rapidly heoming searce-yielded but 4lo paunds of finaishedhandles.

* NOTICE
The qualifiled volters residing in Al-colu School f )isti et No. 16 of Cla ren-alan ( ounaty'. SouathIartolinca, will here-lay take not ice t hat ani elect ion will hebel at the sc10hool bildinag in Al-olo-''a P alday, Jualy 22nd'. 1921, for the'

purpoa~So oft voiting ont the (uest ionl of
colle''t ~anually a sper'ial tax of Six(I; amills for geaneal sacool purpaiosesmsajal dlistlnt. Saidl tax bein. in rad..d!itionl to that now. bleinag levietl. polls
olpan tarom 7 a. am. to .1 p. am.

orrof (Xounty Board of Edu--
V. J1. flROWNE,

C'ounty Sojit. Eduen'tion.

NOTICE O1F IIlSCIA RGCE
I wil apply to the Judge oif Paro-Emle for 'laareandon County, S. C.. onthe 1st day' of Auguast, 1921, for L~et-tars otf Discharage as Ad minaistraator ofthe Estate oif Claaude P'. lIuffa, deceased.I

C. B. h~uff,
Ad!ministratulor.Sumnter, S. C. June. 28, 1921 pd.
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The Forest Service is encouragingthe drive launched by wood-turningmanufacturors for standardizing thea
raw material, reducing waste, and ex.
tendinig the timber supply.
FARMING RISKS GREATEST

IN THE PLAINS STATES
Risks in the production of threo

great staple crops-corn, wheat, and
oats--are greatest in the Plains
States extending from Texas to North
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Dakota. This general fact is estab-
lished by the av'rage yield, comput-
ed by the Bureau of Crop Estimates,
United States Department of Agricul-ture, for these three crops for each
State from the records of 50 years.On the other hand, the North At-
lantic an( the Western States are re-
gions of comparatively low risk, or de-
viation of yield per acre from thu
average, for wheat and oats, and the
entire Atlantic coast and the Westfor corn.
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The great corn belt, with its enor-
mous production and surplus above lo-
cal t-onsumption, is, after all, promin-
ently subject to risks of weather, in-
sects, and disease in the production of
crops, and, while it would be going too
far to say of this region as a whole
that the results of its agriculture are
either "a feast or a famine," yet there
is a tendency in this direction as the
area covered by the average becomes
More restricted to county, township,and1( indlividual farm.
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